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Our age is the age of cities (S. Sassen, The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo, (Princeton 

University Press 1991). If, in the past, cities had been given the task only to execute or implement 

orders coming from the higher levels of power, we should now be aware of their incredible potential 

as law-makers (G. Frug, The city as a legal concept, Harvard Law Review, 1980, 93, 6, 1059). This 

does not mean that cities are totally independent; they are part of a complex net of powers, which are 

obviously linked to the local needs, which, in turn, are in need of proper answers. In this perspective, 

the issue of climate change will be examined. The international community has historically focused 

on the importance of common but differentiated responsibilities of states, but it seems to be clear that 

the commitments made by national states under the Paris Climate Agreement in 2015 cannot be 

achieved without action by cities. My point is that local power is “fitter” than the national level to 

take action with immediate and impactful results. In this context, the concept of cities can be 

considered in a wider sense: not only as a political organism but also meaning the people who 

currently live within the urban space. Given that environmental democracy has been flourishing, we 

should focus on the idea that the climate battle of nowadays starts firstly at home. The potential of 

citizens in relation to many issues (including environmental protection) has been confirmed by many 

initiatives around the world. The case of Italy, for example, represents – as it has been described - a 

good model of “new society” based on the principle of horizontal subsidiarity, participation and 

activism (G. Arena, Un nuevo derecho para la administración compartida de los bienes comunes. La 

experiencia italiana. Revista de Administración Pública, 2017, 203, 423-441). By looking at the issue 

of climate change, the environment can be considered as a common good everybody should take care 

of. Such an involvement of the entire community may lead to an incredible source of solutions. 

Human creativeness, in other words, can be the answer to the environmental crisis we are facing. The 

key question is: how can people be involved in this fight? In other words: how is it possible to provoke 

a citizenship’s awakening? 

Cities (meaning the political structure, its power and citizens themselves) can shape the future. 
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